CHRISTIAN GROWTH KEYS

KEY NO. 6 - THE IMPORTANCE OF MEETING WITH OTHER BELIEVERS
God has a unique plan for every Believer’s life. (Ephesians 2:10)  However for a Believer to fulfill God’s plan for their life and to appropriate all that God has planned for their life, they must continue to remain strong in their faith. The moment we become a Christian we enter into a spiritual war in which the enemy (the Devil) will do everything he can to try and discourage us and distract us from fulfilling God’s plan and purpose for our life.  When we grow in our faith and follow God’s plan for our life, many others will invariably come to faith and in turn help others to come to Christ. 
God wants all believers to walk in victory and to enter into the abundant life that Jesus spoke of. In the gospel of John we see Jesus clearly emphasizing the ongoing warfare that we go through in life. Jesus said, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)  Being in fellowship and meeting with other committed believers is one major key to remaining strong in our faith and fulfilling God’s destiny for our life. In the book of Hebrews we read, 

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23-25) 
I will now share 7 reasons why having fellowship with other Believers is so important.

1) WE WILL REMAIN STRONG IN OUR FAITH AND OUR LIVES WILL BEAR MUCH FRUIT

It is within the context of connecting with other believers that we will fulfill God’s plan and purpose for our life. The church was God’s idea and it is by connecting with other Christians that God brings into our life that we will see God’s plan for our life unfold. As an individual we can achieve little but as a team we can achieve much. God has a church home (fellowship) for every Believer in which they can develop and grow in their faith and bear much fruit
In the book of Psalms we read; “Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.  They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be fresh and flourishing.  (Psalm 92:13-14)
2) WE HAVE ACCOUNTABILITY TO OTHERS WHICH HELPS US TO MAKE RIGHT CHOICES IN LIFE

Being connected and accountable to other mature Christians helps us to avoid making unnecessary mistakes in life. Having a teachable and humble spirit is a key to promotion in God’s kingdom. Being accountable to others helps us to grow in humility and to be more willing to receive correction and advice from others. Having a teachable spirit helps us to be better equipped to make right choices in life
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multitude of counselors there is safety.” (Proverbs 11:14)
3) WE CAN RECEIVE ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT FROM OTHERS DURING TOUGH TIMES

The bible makes it clear that “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22) and that “… all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12) When we make a choice to live whole heartedly for Christ we will at times experience rejection, even sometimes from our own family members. For this reason it is so important that we have other Christians in our life who can encourage and support us in our walk with the Lord.
In the book of Hebrews we read, “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end,” (Hebrews 3:12-14)

4) WE WILL GROW IN OUR CHRISTIAN WALK AND BE EQUIPPED FOR THE WORK OF MINISTRY Every Believer has a unique God given plan and destiny for their life. It is within the context of a local church fellowship that believers can be strengthened in their faith and equipped for the ministry that God has given them. Every Believer has a ministry and mission field. God Himself appoints certain believers into the five-fold ministry to help strengthen and equip all Christians for the work of ministry
The Apostle Paul wrote, “And He (Jesus) Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the EQUIPPING of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God.”  (Ephesians 4:11-13) 
5) WE WILL BE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO USE OUR MINISTRY GIFTS TO HELP SEE THE CHURCH GROW (USING OUR GOD GIVEN GIFTS IS A KEY TO EXPERIENCING ABUNDANT LIFE) When we are a part of a local church fellowship, we are given the opportunity to use our spiritual gifts to help see the entire Body of Christ being built up and strengthened. As we use our spiritual gifts we also help others to come to faith and to fulfill God’s plan and purpose for their life. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: If prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:6-8) and
“from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself IN LOVE.” (Ephesians 4:16)   
WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF A LOCAL CHURCH SETTING WE CAN BEST USE OUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS
6) WE WILL EXPERIENCE THE BLESSINGS FROM BEING CONNECTED TO A CHURCH FAMILY
Being part of a local church fellowship helps to give believers a sense of belonging and connectedness to God’s family. For many people, especially those who have come from broken homes, the church family will often provide them with a greater degree of love and acceptance than that which they receive from their own family members. Loving church communities were a prominent feature of the early church
In the book of Acts we read,
“Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common. And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all.” (Acts 4:32-33)

7) WE CAN DEVELOP GODLY FRIENDSHIPS WHICH WILL HELP US TO GROW IN OUR FAITH 
When we commit to a local church it is possible to develop good Godly friendships which is also a key to experiencing the abundant life that Jesus spoke of in John 10:10. Having Godly friendships and associations is a key to growing in our faith and fulfilling God’s plan for our life
In the book of Proverbs we read, “The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.”  (Proverbs 12:26)

